
Call for Papers for the C&M Working Papers series 

Founded by Giovanni Sartori and friends, The Committee on Concepts and Methods (C&M) was the first 

research committee recognized by the International Political Science Association (IPSA) in 1970. It 

promotes conceptual and methodological discussion in political science and provides a forum of debate 

for adherents of all methodological schools, who otherwise tend to conduct their deliberations at 

separate tables. 

C&M publishes two series of working papers that readers may consult and download for free at the 

C&M website (www.concepts-methods.org): 

• Political Concepts (http://www.concepts-methods.org/Page/View/24) contains work of 

excellence on political concepts and political language. It seeks to include innovative 

contributions to concept analysis, language usage, concept operationalization, and 

measurement. 

• Political Methodology (http://www.concepts-methods.org/Page/View/23) contains work of 

excellence on methods and methodology in the study of politics. It invites innovative work on 

fundamental questions of research design, the construction and evaluation of empirical 

evidence, theory building and theory testing. 

Founded by Andreas Schedler in 2005, and edited by Cas Mudde since 2013, C&M has published close to 

one hundred working papers that have collectively been viewed and downloaded many thousands of 

times. Putting out the two working paper series is now perhaps the most visible and important activity 

of C&M.  

The working paper series is open to excellent and original work from all sub-disciplines and 

methodological approaches. In particular, we are looking to increase the work in American Politics, 

Comparative Politics outside of Europe and Latin America, International Relations and Political Theory as 

well as research using interpretive and quantitative methods. All suitable submissions will be reviewed 

by two peers, who will be experts on the methodological aspect of the paper (after all, the innovation 

should be methodological rather than substantial). Importantly, they are asked to review the submission 

constructively, looking to improve rather than reject the paper, understanding that it is work-in-progress 

rather than the final product.  

The WP series also aims to be(come) the place for high-quality original, conceptual and methodological 

work that is unlikely to be published (in that detail) in top journals. We are thinking in particular of 

extensive conceptual and methodological discussions in PhD dissertations, (reliability and validity) 

assessments of important datasets, and robustness tests of existing research using conceptual or 

methodological innovations. Unlike articles in most academic journals, WP papers can address what and 

how questions; e.g. what is the best conceptualization of party ideology? How can religiosity best be 

operationalized cross-regionally? What dataset provides the most reliable and valid results in studies of 

political mobilization? Further, WP paper that do address why questions do not necessarily have to 



provide empirically substantiated alternative explanations for the theories they critically assess. Most 

importantly, the critiques should predominantly be conceptual or methodological. 

For more information on the C&M Working Papers series, and to download the published papers for 

free, please visit the website: http://www.concepts-methods.org/WorkingPapers.  

If you are not sure whether your paper will fit the series, please feel fee to contact the editor, Cas 

Mudde (mudde@uga.edu), to discuss your paper.  

If you want to submit a manuscript to the C&M Working Paper series, send it to wp@concepts-

methods.org.   

 


